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SAFEGUARDING 

 LIST OF POSSIBLE CONCERNS   

 

GROOMING  

Grooming is the process of establishing a friendship, trust, and emotional bond with a child 

or young person to control, exploit, and assault them. 

Groomed children and teenagers may be sexually assaulted, neglected, or trafficked by a 

stranger or someone they know. 

 

Some signs of grooming:  

• being very secretive about how they're spending their time, including when online 

• having an older boyfriend or girlfriend 

• having money or new things like clothes and mobile phones that they can't or won't 

explain 

• underage drinking or drug taking 

• spending more or less time online or on their devices 

• being upset, withdrawn or distressed 

• sexualised behaviour, language or an understanding of sex that's not appropriate for 

their age 

• spending more time away from home or going missing for periods of time. 

 

ONLINE SAFETY  

Online safety is important to us. Keep safe by being careful not to give out personal 

information (email address, phone number and password) when you are chatting online. It is 

dangerous to meet someone you have only been in touch with online as they might lie – 

always check information about the person or ask permission from parents if necessary. Be 

cautious of suspicious emails and links.  

Online abuse is any type of abuse that happens on the internet, facilitated through 

technology like computers, tablets, mobile phones and other internet-enabled devices 

(Department for Education, 2018). 

 

It can happen anywhere online that allows digital communication, such as: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/sex-relationships/sexual-behaviour-children/
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• social networks 

• text messages and messaging apps 

• email and private messaging 

• online chats 

• comments on live streaming sites 

• voice chat in games. 

  

PEER ON PEER ABUSE 

Abuse between children of a similar age or developmental stage is known as peer-on-peer 

abuse. It can affect any age group and any number of children. 

Peer-on-peer abuse happens between children of a s, but is not limited to: 

• Physical and sexual abuse 

• Sexual harassment and violence 

• Emotional harm 

• On and offline bullying 

• Teenage relationship abuse 

• Grooming 

 

SEXTING  

Sexting is when someone sends another person a sexual message as well as a naked or 

semi-naked image, video, or text message. Nude image sharing is another name for it. 

Children and teenagers can agree to post a naked photo of themselves. Peers or adults may 

even threaten or persuade them into posting photographs on the internet. 

Sexts can involve words, photos or videos such as: 

• a message or post written with sexual language 
• nude or semi-nude photos/videos 
• photos/videos of sexual acts 
• live chats with someone on webcam involving sexual acts 
• screen-captured photos/videos recorded from webcam 

 

GANG RELATED CRIMES 

Its tough to define a gang. The three most common types are: 1. Peer Groups 2. Street 

Gangs and 3. Organised Crime Groups. While certain peer group meetings can contribute to 

increased antisocial behaviour and low-level youth crime, these behaviours should not be 

confused with the serious violence of a street gang. 

Some indicators: 
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• Child withdrawn from family; 

• Sudden loss of interest in school or change in behaviour. Decline in attendance or 

academic achievement (although it should be noted that some gang members will 

maintain a good attendance record to avoid coming to notice). 

• Being emotionally 'switched off', but also containing frustration / rage; 

• Starting to use new or unknown slang words; 

• Holding unexplained money or possessions; 

• Staying out unusually late without reason, or breaking parental rules consistently; 

• Sudden change in appearance  

• Dropping out of positive activities; 

• New nickname; 

• Graffiti style 'tags' on possessions, school books, walls; 

 

RADICALISATION 

Children at risk of radicalization may have low self-esteem or have been bullied or 

discriminated against. Extremists can target them and convince them that they can be a part 

of something extraordinary, leading them to isolate themselves from their friends and family. 

These indications, however, do not always indicate that a child is being radicalized. 

 

To protect children from radicalization and extremism, there are signs you can spot: 

• Isolating themselves from family and friends  

• Talking as if from a scripted speech 

• Unwillingness or inability to discuss their views 

• A sudden disrespectful attitude towards others 

• Increased levels of anger 

• Increased secretiveness, especially around internet use. 

 

 

 

 


